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Strategic Planning Goal #1

Innovative and rigorous educational experience in a borderless 
learning community that produces creative students who are 

problem solvers and self-directed individuals.



Innovative and Rigorous Educational Experiences

o Language Arts:  Full implementation of Reading/Writing Workshop in 
Grades 6-8

o Social Studies:  AP Human Geography (44 students) and 
Holocaust/Genocide Studies (82 students) running this year.

o World Languages:  A full year of 6th grade Spanish, French, and Italian is in 
place.  Mandarin Chinese and Chinese for Heritage Speakers are proposed 
for 2020-21.

o Mathematics:  Advanced 5th Grade Math program has been implemented 
this year in all elementary schools with a total enrollment of 46 students.  A 
thorough review of the elementary and middle school math curriculum 
with an eye toward increased rigor will occur this summer.

o Science: New Earth/Space Science units in elementary grades.



85% of 6th grade  students in 
Reading/Writing Workshop classes 
(2018-19) were proficient on NJSLA vs. 
68% of traditional curriculum students.

73% of 7th grade students in 
Reading/Writing Workshop 
classes (2018-19) were proficient 
on NJSLA vs. 69% of traditional 
curriculum students. 

82% of 8th grade students in 
Reading/Writing Workshop 
classes (2018-19) were proficient 
on NJSLA vs. 75% of traditional 
curriculum students.



Parsippany High School
Parsippany Hills High School

New Course Proposals 2020-21

ENGLISH

Exploring Issues of 
Inclusion in Literature, 
Film and Poetry (9-12)

Semester Elective
SOCIAL STUDIES

AP Psychology (11-12) 

SCIENCE

Bioethics (11-12)

Mythbusting: The Science 
of Literature and Films (9-

12)

Semester Electives

MATH/COMP SCI

3- year sequence for 

CCNA certification:

Networks

Switching, Routing, & 
Wireless Essentials

Cybersecurity

WORLD LANGUAGE

Chinese I

Chinese for Heritage 
Speakers



Creative and Self-Directed Students

● Music:  The new Strings program is off to an incredible start with over 200 
3rd grade students participating in lessons.  This program will include 3rd 
and 4th grade students next year.

● Cyber-Security industry certification course sequence (3 classes) beginning 
for 2020-21.

● Online/borderless learning opportunities for high school students through 
Virtual High School with 5 PHS and 6 PHHS students enrolled.



“It gave me the opportunity to take 
a class that wasn't available at my 

school. I also enjoyed the fact that it 
was self-paced.”

“My teacher is excellent and she 
really understands when I have 

conflicts and when I need an 
extension on my work.”

“Utilize the weekends to go ahead on 
VHS work because the following week 

is unpredictable in terms of school 
work. The cool part about VHS work is 
that you know exactly how much work 

you have to do ahead of time, so use 
that to your advantage when 

budgeting your time.”

“If you are not good at time 
management, this is not for you. You 

really need to be able to balance your 
school work as well as the VHS work. 

In addition, if you are not someone 
with good studying skills or work 
ethic, this is probably not a good 

option for you. With VHS you do not 
have a teacher walking you through 
the topics, step by step. It is crucial 

that you are able to retain information 
and then understand it yourself.”



Borderless Learning Community

● Partnerships with NJIT, Fairleigh Dickinson University, and CCM in place 
for 2020-21 that will provide dual enrollment opportunities for high 
school students.

● STEM Pathway Program to provide high school students with the 
opportunity to concentrate their studies in the areas of science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics, and expose them to real world 
experiences through project work, conferences and presentations.

● Service Learning opportunities that connect students to the local and 
global community. 

Northvail Food Drive



Strategic Planning Goal #2

All students will receive social and emotional support to become 
adaptable, confident citizens who embody self-awareness and 

strong interpersonal skills, capable of responsible decision-
making and managing their emotions and behaviors.



● Dr. Maurice Elias was a Guest Speaker at our January 20 Professional 

Development Day on Social and Emotional Learning.

● Elementary implementation of Sanford Harmony program proceeding 

successfully; additional training for teachers occurred on January 20.

● District SEL Committee is meeting to explore programs for middle and high 

school.

● Unit lunch time at the high schools has provided opportunities for mindfulness 

classes and social interaction among staff and students.

● Student involvement in “Back to School Nights,” Climate Committees, Cross-

Town Retreat, Freshman and 6th Grade Orientations.

● Dr. Michael Bradley, author of Crazy-Stressed, is scheduled to 

speak with staff on March 16 and remain for a parent/community

session in the evening.



Meet Up helps students:

❏ Embrace diversity
❏ Express ideas with confidence
❏ Ask respectful, relevant 

questions
❏ Understand other’s 

perspectives
❏ Solve problems

Buddy Up gives students 

opportunities to:
❏ Intentionally interact with 

diverse peers
❏ Participate in collaborative 

conversations
❏ Increase caring, kindness, and 

empathy



https://sites.google.com/pthsd.net/pthsdmindfulness

THERAPY DOGS AT 
PAR HIGH 

Thanks to special effort and
connections from Mrs. Dugan, we
have therapy dogs visiting Par High
during unit lunch every month.
Students are invited to relieve some
stress by petting and spending time
with our furry friends whenever
they visit.

Advisory Programs and Student-Led Conferences piloted 
at Central Middle and Brooklawn Middle Schools.

https://sites.google.com/pthsd.net/pthsdmindfulness


Goal #3: Our community of adult learners will be fully engaged in 
professional growth experiences which enable them to 

continuously hone their craft and maximize student achievement.

● Continue to embrace and build teacher leadership
○ Dr. Axelrod, Mr. Powell, and Dr. Sargent have conducted panel discussions 

with educators about career paths in school leadership.
○ Courtesy interviews with feedback  to all internal candidates, regardless of 

experience level.

● Professional Development Committee with representation from all 
schools

● Teacher-Led Workshops during Inservice Days

● Curriculum committees with teacher participation and leadership



Keep your eyes on us!


